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It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view. 

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision. 

This is what we are about: We plant seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. 

We lay foundations that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities. 
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We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 

This enables us to do something, and to do it well. 
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It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 

an opportunity for God's grace to enter and to do the rest. 

We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the 

master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future not our own. Amen. 

This prayer was first shared by Michigan Bishop Untener in a gathering that recognized Archbishop Oscar 
Romero's martyred death as an advocate against injustice in his service and ministry in El Salvador. 

The paradox of pain and possibility is held in our minds and actions each day at Safe Haven Ministries. I'm 
often lamenting February's sunless skies and bitter winds during our long days of crisis intervention and 
navigating the complexity of systems that fail to respond with accountability. Yet seeds, little dry pods, are 
planted in the deep rich dark soil - dormant with possibility before they push their way through the dirt to 
spring up toward the light. 

Each day small and extravagant acts of kindness, justice, and service are connected to Safe Haven's mission 
so that the future is different and one of possibility for people being abused, controlled and manipulated in 
harmful acts. We will not let the threats that echo in someone's mind, the physical scars and the manipulative 
pain be the ending to their story. 

On MLK day a child in our shelter took a crayon and colored in the the lines on a worksheet inviting her to 
"dream". She added stars around the outline of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and wrote "I dream to bring 
affordable housing and stable housing to all people." To dream of a future not our own and to plant seeds 
that hold promise. In our safe and secure shelter on that day a child's crayons and script spoke possibility. 

Our vision is remarkably difficulty because we enter by God's grace into the pain and 
brokenness of abuse and exploitation in our world with intentionality and purpose. 
We believe in the long journey toward justice and shalom, where nothing is missing and 
nothing is broken in our lives or our world. It helps every now and then to take the long 
view ... future promise is here as a child colors in safety and coming still for what is to be. 

Rachel VerWys, CEO�
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Join us for an evening of
Peace Over Violence

�c��11�1 
WEARING OUR JEANS WITH PURPOSE 

Denim Day began more than twenty-one years 

ago, after the Italian Supreme Court overturned 

a rape conviction. The following day, women in 

the Italian Parliament came to work wearing 

jeans in solidarity with the victim whose 

clothing choice of jeans was used to blame her 

for the assault. Developed by Peace over 

Violence, the Denim Day campaign is observed 

worldwide by millions of people. 
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For more information or to register, please contact us at development@shmgr.org or call 616.452.6664 
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